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Dear SIEC-ISBE Friends  

 

We are approaching the 91st International Conference 

that will be taking place on the beautiful island of 

Kefalonia in the Greek archipelago, on July 28-August 2, 

2019.  You will find more information about the 

conference in this newsletter and on the SIEC-ISBE 

website, including registration details.  

The conference theme is “Diversity in Business 

Education”. 

Do educators promote diversity in their classes and in their faculties? How can 

we be better leaders and examples in preparing for the global workforce and its 

requirements? Migration is also a key element creating  greater diversity giving 

possibilities but also demands in providing business education. 

Members have prepared research-based proposals and/or practice-based materials 

that support learning and teaching. They may explain a project or activity that is 

valuable to the classroom teacher. The options are Workshop, Presentation or a 

Wall Poster. Gerry Begeman (PDC Chair) and Dana Gray (Call for Proposals 

Coordinator) are responsible for these acitivities.  

I am sure that you will enjoy meeting colleagues in Business Education and 

Management from all over the world. The summer conference supplies an 

opportunity to expand your professional network, which is becoming increasingly 

important in today’s modern society. I will certainly be looking forward to 

meeting SIEC-ISBE friends, both old and new, in Greece. 

Future conferences are planned to be in these locations: 

2020 On a cruise ship in the Baltic Sea (Stockholm-Helsinki-St Petersburg-

Tallin-Stockholm) 

2021 In Asia as a joint venture with the Association for Business 

Communication. 

This will not be the first time that conferences will be hosted by the EC instead of 

national chapters. The last time was 2008 in Waterford, Ireland, when Mona 

Engberg from Denmark  was the responsible SIEC official. Mona is also 

responsible for the conference on Kefalonia, Greece.   

Warm SIEC Regards from Sweden, 

Cege Ekström 

SIEC-ISBE International President 

sergeije2@gmail.com  

President’s Message 

C-G Ekström, International President  

C-G Ekström 

 
 Please Join Us! 

International Society for 

 Business Education 

 91st SIEC-ISBE International  

Conference 

Argostoli, Kefalonia, Greece 

   July 28—August 2, 2019  

For more information visit:  

 www.siec-isbe.org  

SIEC-ISBE 
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Dear SIEC friends, 

I hereby apply for nomination for a second term as the International President for SIEC-ISBE. I 

have been a SIEC member for almost 30 years and a member of the board of SIEC Sweden for 

about 20 years - the last 7 years as the treasurer. I have attended 14 SIEC international 

conferences and several Nordic conferences, one of them in Korea, and I have given several 

presentations. I have many personal relations to SIEC members and I have written several 

articles in the SIEC Newsletters. I have also been a member of the Swedish Society for 

Business Education for almost 30 years, 10 years as a board member and editor of the 

magazine for business education. 

I have a Masters Degree in business, economics, social science and tax law at the University 

of Gothenburg. My career started with the Swedish tax authority and as financial director in a subsidiary to a 

multinational company, Unilever. I have been a lecturer in vocational college for about 30 years, last 20 years part time. 

For some years I worked as a teacher trainer at the Faculty of Education at the University of Gothenburg. I have also 

worked as an auditor for companies and as a local representative for a trade union of economists and engineers. I am 

also a textbook writer for 30 years in business, economics, social science and tax law for the largest publisher in 

Sweden, Liber, a part of Infinitas Learning and owned by Compass Partners. 

For 14 years I have been involved in student exchange projects with Russia and Belarus, as a project manager. In this 

capacity I have made more than 20 visits to both countries. I have an Honorary Doctors degree at the university BTEU 

in Belarus. I have also worked with student work placements in London, UK. 

I have now retired from the college and am devoting my time to writing and updating textbooks in business, accounting, 

law and international economy. I would like to continue to devote time and energy to SIEC-ISBE and to represent the 

organisation in all possible ways. It's important to be in contact with all the chapters continuously, not only at 

conferences. 
But, of course, there are challenges for SIEC-ISBE - the decreasing membership and a high number of retired teachers. 

The question is how to attract new and younger members? How can we get funding from corporate sponsors? The 

revenues need to be increased and the expenditures to be decreased. We need to make both ends meet. 

The main issue is how to present an interesting and valuable offer, as the pedagogical and international networking 

needed in the teacher profession. Social media - ie Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin and Pinterest could be more actively 

used as communication channels, with the help of our SIEC-ISBE members. The demand for media skilled SIEC-ISBE 

board members must therefore be highlighted. But there is still a need for conferences to meet members face-to-face, 

but to a reasonable cost. 

Some years ago I joined a group of SIEC members discussing how to create a modern newsletter to replace the printed 

version. One of the ideas was a pdf-based newsletter which is now in use. I also presented an alternative idea; a 

newsletter as an email with hyperlinks to articles and notifications written by SIEC members. I also showed some 

examples of sponsor ads. But these ideas were not introduced, for some reason. Today you can often see this type of 

newsletters from organisations and companies. Here is one example of a hyperlink from an email:  

https://standbynordic.com/norway-beats-denmark-as-worlds-happiest/  

I suppose there could be a value in the SIEC membership as potential buyers of, for instance, travel services and similar 

products. 

Yours sincerely, 

C-G Ekström 

Sweden 

Email: cg.ekstrom@educ.goteborg.se 

 ELECTION OF SIEC-ISBE INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 

(2019-2021) 

Two Candidates 

C-G Ekström 

https://standbynordic.com/norway-beats-denmark-as-worlds-happiest/
https://standbynordic.com/norway-beats-denmark-as-worlds-happiest/
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Dear Mrs Waldman, Chapter Presidents, SIEC-ISBE Members, 

With this letter, I want to apply for the position of International President at SIEC-ISBE for 

the coming two-year term. 

I am head of the Department “Commercial College and International Business & Cross-

cultural Studies” and teacher at the College for Higher Business Education, Vienna 10. In 

this function I am responsible for strategic development and public relations in the 

department. My activities are highly focused on establishing and maintaining international 

contacts in school organisations. 

In this respect, I would like to draw your attention to my experience in national and international projects and teaching 

experience in Australia and the USA.  I am expert member of various project teams working on behalf of the Austrian 

Federal Ministry of Education (eg “Internationalization of Commercial Colleges”- developing educational standards for 

competence-based education, designing curricula). 

My vision about education is inspiring a passion for learning and teaching in a global classroom. I want to build bridges 

among people across countries and share new ideas. The position of International President of SIEC-ISBE will give me 

the chance to contribute to an international teachers’ network as well as to foster sustainable business education 

throughout the world. 

I participated in the German-speaking conferences in Istanbul and Linz and attended the International Conference in 

Reykjavik last year. The great experience has encouraged me to take over the position of General Secretary at SIEC-

ISBE Austria this spring. 

However, it is my aim to further contribute to an increased internationalisation of SIEC-ISBE. 

I would appreciate the opportunity to present myself at the next conference and to discuss how my qualifications will 

be beneficial to the organisation´s success. 

Yours faithfully 

Evelyn Meyer 

Wien  

 evelyn.meyer@aon.at  

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY  

• Sept 1995 – present Teacher and Head of Department "Commercial College and International Business & 

Cross- cultural Studies" at the College for Higher Business Education, Pernerstorfergasse 77, 1100 Vienna, 

Austria  

• Sept 2007 - present Member of project team "Internationalization of Commercial Colleges", 

“Entrepreneurship and Management”, “Business Behavior” at the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education 

(developing educational standards for competence-based education, designing curricula)  

• Sept 1999 - present Teachers´ instructor at the Teacher Training College Responsible for the organization of 

"Train the trainer" programs focusing on crosscultural management, teaching in virtual enterprises, project 

management  

• Feb 1994 - Sept 1995 Teacher at a Commercial School , 2000 Stockerau, Austria  

• Sept 1989 – Feb 1994 Assistant of CEO at Chinatex WarenhandelsGesmbH, 1130 Vienna (export/import 

business with China)  

 EDUCATIONAL and PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  

• Sept 2013 – Dec. 2014 Master of Science in “School building Leadership” at Mercy College, New York  

• Sept 2009 - Dec 2010 Leadership Academy organized by the Austrian Federal  Ministry of Education  

• Oct 1994 - May 2000 Master of Business Education at the Vienna University of Economics and Business 

Administration 

• Feb 1983 - Dec 1992 Master of Business Administration and Commerce at the Vienna University of Economics 

and Business Administration 

• Sept 1982 - Oct 1987 Instrumental and Singing Program at the Anton Bruckner University in Linz, Austria 

Evelyn Meyer 
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As international business 

professional educators and 

businessmen and women, we 

look forward to the 91st SIEC 

International Conference in 

Kefalonia, Greece. The 

profess iona l  educat ion 

program days when sessions 

for workshops, posters, and 

presentations are delivered are scheduled for Tuesday 

and Thursday of our SIEC Conference week! In 

addition, we will have our Sunday, July 28, “First 

Timers” reception. Last year we had approximately 30 

first timers attend, and hopefully, in 2019 we will try 

to exceed that record. 

The sessions will include such topics as self-directed 

learning models; embracing diversity in practice 

through experiential learning; diversity across the globe 

as found in weblogs, immersions, and wine-tasting; 

cross-cultural learning for management students; 

diversity in business education—the case of Ukraine; 

how professors foster creativity, innovation, and 

change in business education; building business 

information worker common curriculum; diversity vs 

inclusion vs equity; entrepreneurial competition 

utilising skills—a task/lesson model for business 

educators for students; psychological contract 

breaches in a diverse workforce; entrepreneurship 

training opportunities available to students in 

polytechnics, and a number of other topics.  We have 

delegates and panelists speaking from Korea, Malta, 

Finland, the Ukraine, Greece, Nigeria, the US, etc. 

Consequently, we have a wide “diversity” of topics and 

speakers from around the globe. In addition, we will 

host a Market Place in which delegates have an 

opportunity to exchange ideas and learn from each 

other at this all-inclusive member forum. 

On another note, in Nordic Chapter news (Finland, 

Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, and Norway), President Dr 

Taru Toivonen reports they held their annual 

conference at the Tartu University in Estonia on April 

7-8, with much collaboration with Estonia as well. 

Professional cooperation between Finland and Estonian 

teachers continues to be strong. The Helsinki Business 

College in Finland and the Koge Business College in 

Denmark are also forming new cooperative 

professional development initiatives. A more detailed 

report from Dr Toivonen will follow. 

Congratulations to SIEC Finland who recently 

celebrated their 60th year in SIEC this May. 

Additionally, the US SIEC-ISBE Chapter held a number 

of sessions in conjunction with the National Business 

Education Association annual conference in Chicago, 

Illinois in April. 

Finally, we encourage everyone to join us in Kefalonia, 

Greece, for an unforgettable professional development 

program and cultural experience at SIEC Conference 

2019 from July 28 through August 2, to experience 

professional business education networking at its finest. 

Professionally yours, 

Gerry Begeman, Chair 

Professional Development Committee 

glb_bermuda@yahoo.com 

Gerry Begeman 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Upcoming SIEC-ISBE Conferences 

2020—Baltic Cruise 

2021—Tentative plans to be held in 

Asia 

Professional Development - “Diversity” Theme Program 

Update - 2019 SIEC Conference 

Written by Gerry Begeman, Chair, SIEC Professional Development 
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Annual General Meeting 2019 of the Austrian Chapter 

in Vienna 

Written by Gernot Dreisiebner, SIEC Austria 

The members of the Austrian Chapter were invited to the Annual General Meeting of  

SIEC/ISBE Austria on March 13. Aside from a reflection on the activities within the past 

year (ie Conference of the German Speaking Countries in Linz, International SIEC/ISBE 

Conference in Reykjavik, Iceland), the guests were invited to the upcoming Conference of the 

German-speaking Countries in Regensburg, Germany (May 30 to June 1, 2019) as well as to the 

upcoming International SIEC/ISBE Conference in Kefalonia, Greece (July 28 to August 2, 2019).  

After more than ten years of service as national president of the Austrian Chapter with 

many important incentives for the further development of SIEC/ISBE, Hermine Sperl 

resigned as National President and will strengthen the team of National Vice-Presidents, 

together with Elisabeth Riebenbauer. Johannes Lindner has been voted unanimously as new 

President of the Austrian Chapter. In the name of SIEC/ISBE, we would like to thank them 

for their past and future service!  

During the afternoon, prominent keynote speakers of Austrian newspaper publishers 

addressed the topics of journalism and freedom of press and engaged the audience to discuss 

important aspects. Later, these perspectives were integrated into a round table regarding 

the topic social media – applications and dangers, and by a presentation of the training focus 

on communication and media informatics of a local business college. 

 

Hermine Sperl and  
Elisabeth Riebenbauer 
hand over to the new 
President and General 
Secretary of ISBE Austria 

National Vice President Brigitte 
Schuckert and the new General 
Secretary Evelyn Meyer thank 
Hermine Sperl for her many years 
of Service for SIEC/ISBE.  

Anneliese Rohrer (newspaper 
‚Die Presse‘) and Petra Stuiber 
(newspaper ‚Der Standard‘) pre-
senting on the topic of journal-
ism and freedom of press.  

Big audience and engaging discussion 
during the afternoon round table on the 
topic of social media – applications and 
dangers  

We Want to Hear From You! 
 

Please share your ideas, news, anything of interest to business educators around the world. Arti-
cles and/or announcements to include in the next newsletter can be sent to: 

Maree Liston 

Newsletter Editor 

mareeliston@gmail.com 

 

mailto:office@isbe.at
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Nordic News  

Written by Dr Taru Toivonen, Nordic President  

Nordic Seminar in Tartu 7-8 April 2018 

The Nordic Seminar was held in Tartu University 

in April 2018. There was a lot of interesting 

cooperation  debates  between  SIEC  Finland  and 

Estonian lecturers/professors of the University of  

Tartu. Estonia wanted to know more about becoming a part of SIEC-ISBE as 

a chapter. More co-operation will be done with SIEC Finland before they 

might become “a sister chapter to SIEC Finland.” The discussion will 

continue about how to affect more cooperation in the doctoral level of 

teaching and how to catch more entrepreneurial environments between 

Estonia and Finland. Also, teacher’s co-operation at university level will continue. 

 

SIEC Finland had its 60th birthday on 9 May (The Day of Europe), 2019 

SIEC Finland has its 60th birthday on 9 May in the education institute called Perho. Nordic President, Dr Taru 

Toivonen, and the member of SIEC Finland’s Board, Dr Hely Westerholm, gave speeches of historical things of 

SIEC Finland and also pointed out new things in SIEC Finland’s future eg SIEC Finland is the chapter who takes 

student members to their chapter actions and educates/supports young entrepreneurs in their new businesses and 

start-ups. Also, SIEC Finland sponsors top level athletes in their sports and businesses. SIEC Finland hopes to 

continue Nordic co-operation more with all Nordic countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIEC Finland starts closer co-operation with the Koge Business College in Denmark 

SIEC Finland visited Koge and Copenhagen on 16-17 May 2019 and will discuss new cooperation between Helsinki 

Business College and Koge Business College with Inge Jacobsen and with leaders of those colleges. 

Koge Business College’s leaders visited Helsinki last November for a week to catch some great ideas about how 

to lead college and handle new methods of teaching and managing colleges. 

Nordic meeting 

SIEC Finland hosted the Nordic Meeting in Helsinki in January 2019 in the lovely 

new Music Hall of Helsinki. There was lots of discussion about how to arrange 

the Baltic Conference and how to deal with responsibilities of arrangements. 

SIEC Iceland, SIEC Finland and SIEC Sweden took part in this meeting. 

Taru Toivonen 

Tuomas Kalliokoski, 
member of SIEC Finland  

Lucas Lumberg and 
Melissa Määttä, 
 Student members of 

SIEC Finland 

Tuomas Kalliokoski, Mika Kurki 
and Jukka-Matti 
Mäkinen,Members of SIEC 
Finland  

Lucas Lumberg, Lianne Koosapoeg, 
student members of SIEC Finland 
and Juha Ojajärvi, Pasi Jokela, Taru 
Toivonen Leaders of SIEC Finland.  
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Dr Wanda A Blockhus was inducted into the Business Education National Hall of 

Fame on April 18, 2019, at the National Business Education Association conference in 

Chicago. 

Dr Blockhus was active in a variety of professional organisations, including SIEC-ISBE. 

Her contributions to the International Society for Business Education (Societe 

Internationale pour l’enseignement Commerical) include a paper at the conference at 

Northern Illinois University (1976), delegate to the conference at University of 

Edinburgh (1979), and delegate to the conference at University of Innsbruck (1977). 

She was invited to present a paper at the conference in Mainz 1980, but was unable to 

attend. She served as chair of San Jose group to host the 1983 conference in San Jose, 

CA. and Co-Chair to host SEIC International Conference at Stanford University, USA, 

August 3-9, 1986. She also provided International Quizzes in each edition of the U.S. 

Chapter Newsletter for many years. 

Dr Blockus’ research interests included cross-cultural studies of what students know and need 

to know in a market economy, consumer behavior, media in the classroom and international 

business. She contributed over 60 publications in journals such as International Society for 

Business Education Newsletter, NBEA Yearbooks, Business Education World, California 

Business Education Journal, Delta Pi Epsilon Journal, Eastern Business Teachers Yearbook, 

International Review for Business Education, and the National Business Education Quarterly. 

Her impressive list of publications also include 7 book titles and numerous papers, workshops, 

and convention appearances in over 40 US states and a dozen foreign countries. 

The Business Education National Hall of Fame was started in 1977 at Rider 

University in New Jersey and is now located at the University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater’s College of Business and Economics. The primary purpose of the 

Hall of Fame is to pay tribute to these men and women who have made 

significant contributions to business education in the United States. To be 

nominated, a candidate must have been an active business educator and have 

been deceased at least three years prior to the nomination deadline. Induction 

ceremonies are held every two years. 

Highlights of the National Business Education Association conference in 

Chicago—April 2019 

Wanda A Blockhus 
(1931-2012) 

Dr Wanda Blockhus Inducted into the Business Education Hall of Fame 

The Award 

Dr Blochus’ Family 

 

Lila Waldman, SIEC general secretary and 
Michelle Taylor,US chapter president, 
promoting the Kefalonia conference at 
the US chapter business meeting during 
the NBEA conference in Chicago. 

Tamra Davis presenting the 
2019 US chapter Bill  
Anderson Service Award to 
Roietta Fulgham.  

ISBE booth at the NBA conference in 
Chicago. US chapter members Tamra 
Davis, Priscilla Romkema, and 
Michelle Gibson Herman promoting 
the conference in Kefalonia. 
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It’s 4.45 pm and I am sitting 

here in my office at my 

computer on the second day of 

the semester. It is a rare grey  

rainy day in the desert and though I welcome the rain, 

my world of just 12 days ago seems like a far-away 

dream.  Oh Wait! It really was as a dream, even when 

we were there, and the fact that I also attended ISBE last 

year in Iceland had an impact that made a truly 

memorable vacation into a truly great one. Malta more 

than delivered! How often is it, that something like a 

vacation exceeds expectations! 

Last August my husband and I had a moment where we 

thought about what we might do for the 2018 holidays.  

I googled “Best Places in the World to Go for 

Christmas” and Malta came up #8 in the Town and 

Country Magazine’s article. Malta has a TON of history 

back to prehistoric times up through World War II and 

is also 98% Catholic. Christmas is celebrated in full 

splendour! As the story goes, there are nativity scenes 

(locally called cribs) on almost every corner and the 

place is decked out in lights, with carolers and musicians 

commonly found in public places. My husband (who had 

visited Malta one day over 50 years ago, on shore leave 

from his aircraft carrier America that he served on for 

two years in the Mediterranean) said, “I’d go to Malta!”! 

I got busy and booked the tickets the same day!  I had to 

look on the map to see where the place was, just a shot 

in the dark but we were so lucky we found the 

Corinthia Palace Hotel and Spa and we booked on Virgin 

Atlantic through Expedia to get great rates for the 

combo. 

I already had my international appetite whet from the 

ISBE trip to Iceland! The coolest thing about the ISBE 

printed program is that they list the names, home 

country, and email address for all attendees. August is 

four months ahead of December, so for four months I 

had the program from ISBE sitting right next to my 

computer. For four months I thought to myself, I need 

to email those two ISBE people who live in Malta, just in 

case we could connect while we are there. But things 

kept getting in the way and I almost never followed my 

instincts to make contact. Finally, on the last morning, 

just before we caught the train for LAX, I sent off the 

email. The date was December 21. 

The travel to London on Virgin Atlantic and then to 

Malta on Air Malta, took about 15 hours so I was off my 

email for a bit. On the morning of Christmas Eve, I 

opened my email to find an invitation from both people! 

The first, Emanuel, invited us to join his community 

group at 5.00 pm for a 

traditional Christmas Eve 

event! Of course we took 

him up on this and this is 

how we came to be the 

carolers in the streets on 

C h r i s t m a s  E v e , 

transporting the baby 

Jesus through the narrow 

streets of the village from 

the area of the ancient 

temples to the Tarxien 

community church.  After 

90 minutes or so caroling 

to our destination we ascended the stairs of this 

glorious and beautiful church to enjoy the service 

presented by the chil-

dren. Sure, we didn’t 

know the words in 

Maltese, but the melody 

matched many familiar 

songs, so we just quietly 

joined in! 

http://en.wikipedia. orgwiki/

Tarxien_ Temples 

https://en.wikipedia.org//

wiki/Annunciation_ 

Church,_Tarxien 

The round trip by foot 

and the service took 

three hours total, and we were so blessed to be 

included in this local tradition, not as tourists, but as 

part of the community. Wow. 

The day after 

Christmas Emanuel 

took us to his office 

at the Malta Uni-

versity where we 

d i s c u s s e d  h i s 

upcoming PHd work 

on the subject of 

Caroling in the Streets of 
Tarxien 

  Annunciation Church, Tarxien, 
  Malta 

Karen O’Connor 

The ISBE Community is Bigger Than You Think OR 

How I Shed the Tourist Identity my First Day in Malta 

Written by Karen O’Connor, ISBE USA 

Malta University 
(Continued on page 10) 

http://en.wikipedia.orgwiki/Tarxien_Temples
http://en.wikipedia.orgwiki/Tarxien_Temples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation_Church,_Tarxien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation_Church,_Tarxien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation_Church,_Tarxien


10 

Threshold Knowledge. That term was new to me, so 

now I am on the brink of learning a new concept 

through Emanuel and maybe you are too. Isn’t that 

exactly what we hope to find in all levels of our 

professional organisations! There are some links online if 

you google the subject. Later, we visited his home in a 

traditional Maltese village and met his parents and 

enjoyed traditional Maltese food and drink, plus a trip to 

the backyard garden. We also visited the nearby seaside 

for a breathtaking panorama including some shoreside 

remains of the days when the Romans made salt there. 

The second contact, Claire, and her husband John, also 

spent a couple of days with us, the first being a trip to 

the Island of Gozo. Here we visited the Rotunda Church, 

with the third largest unsupported dome in the world!

We spent a part of that visit on the rooftop, with 

breathtaking views of the island. One of the vistas 

showed the Citadella, which we also explored later that 

day. On this amazing day, we also toured through a live 

“crib” set up to model the town of Bethlehem at the 

time of Christ’s birth. Malta had surprises at every turn! 

Claire also took us to her place of work, MCAST, the 

Malta Institute of Technology, where subjects such as 

those James and I teach are covered. We had a great 

chat with the director, who came in on a day off for a 

visit with us. Claire’s institution does not have online 

learning yet, so we are going to have some discussions 

about how we 

could help them 

with startup. Just 

as in California, the 

economy is good 

in Malta, so enroll-

ments are lower, 

and they have been 

considering the 

online mode of 

delivery. 

With Claire and John w e 

also visited Vittoriosa and Fort St Angelo which was built 

in the 13th century and the Malta Maritime Museum. We 

also descended to the Catacombs which is were near 

the World War II shelters that saved so many lives and 

stepped into St Paul’s Grotto. Our trip was so sunny and 

nice, we were surprised by an afternoon rainstorm and 

found refuge in the back of a charming restaurant for an 

early dinner on our last afternoon in Malta. Claire and 

John were great hosts and we hated to say goodbye on 

View from the Rotunda, Citadella in distance 

Emanuel, James, and Karen at the Malta seaside, overlooking Roman salt-making landscape 

John, Karen, and Claire, atop Citadella Tower 

MCAST visit 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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We first met in Russia . . .  

Written by Maree Liston 

 

On our way to the ISBE-SIEC Conference in Berlin in 2015, John and I took a won-

derful river cruise from St Petersburg to Moscow. Queued in the fabulous Hermitage 

Museum awaiting entry, we met Bobbi and Don over a brief moment of hilarity 

amongst the throng. 

During the remainder of our cruise we developed an easy friendship, discovered that 

we all worked in Education, and shared both John and Don’s birthday dinners. 

And here we are in 2019, and through the SIEC-ISBE Newsletter, we’ve reconnected! 

Thank you, SIEC-ISBE! 

Maree Liston 

 

SIEC-ISBE is Social! 

SIEC-ISBE has multiple social media options to share information.  Check out our social media at the 

following places: 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/SIECISBE/ 

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/siecisbe/ 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCCRma1zg1HBUPXQlgwb3nUg 

If you would like to share your own experiences about SIEC-ISBE on social media, please use 

#siecisbe. 

Written by Tamra S Davis 

the last evening. Emanuel cared for us to the last 

moment, and even helped me find my one geocache in 

Malta! 

The reason I am sharing all of this with you, and it is just 

a thimble full compared to the entire experience, is to 

inspire you to not only travel, but to make an effort to 

reach out to your state, regional, national, and 

international colleagues. I hope you are inspired about 

Malta too. Malta’s size is approximately 17 by 9 miles, 

but the history and impact on the Christian world, and 

our freedom (re World War II) is beyond imagination. 

In addition to the forts, museums, and bastions, Malta 

has 365 churches, one for each day of the year! What a 

complete treasure! You never know where you are 

going to find new friends for life! Thank you ISBE! 

(Continued from page 10) 

https://www.facebook.com/SIECISBE/
https://www.instagram.com/siecisbe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCRma1zg1HBUPXQlgwb3nUg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCRma1zg1HBUPXQlgwb3nUg
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2019 Annual Conference 

84th Annual International Conference 
October 23-26, 2019 
Detroit, Michigan USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Theme: “Innovations with Business Communication: Companies,  

Communities, and Classrooms” 
 

Lodging & Venue 

The Westin Book Cadillac Detroit, 1114 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 48226 
 
We'll host the conference in this grandly restored 1924 landmark that was once the world’s tallest ho-
tel.  Enjoy easy access to restaurants, casinos, and nightlife, as well as Comerica Park and Ford Field. 
 
 
For full details, including opportunities for late submissions, visit 

https://www.businesscommunication.org/page/2019-annual 

 

Expected Schedule 

Wednesday, October 23 
Pre-conference workshops - all day; 7 options 
Networking and Community Building Reception 
Thursday, October 24 
Opening Plenary - ABC President and ABC Second Vice President 
Sessions begin 
Friday, October 25 
Sessions continue 
Awards Banquet - The evening will have awards presentations by our Executive Director and time for 
conversation. 
Saturday, October 26 
Sessions conclude by noon 

 

https://www.businesscommunication.org/page/2019-annual
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In Memoriam 

Bengt Olof Bengtsson, 1931-2019 

Our dear friend, Bengt Olof Bengtsson, Stockholm, Sweden, passed away in January 

2019. He was a member of SIEC for almost 50 years and also secretary and treasurer for 

many years.  He attended several International SIEC Conferences from around 1965 and 

he was also an important member of the committees arranging the SIEC Conferences in 

Sweden in 1970 and 1987. At the International Conferences he and his wife, Birgitta, 

made several friends in different countries especially in the USA, Canada, Norway and Finland.    

Bengt Olof was also a member of the Nordic Committee for Business Education. They arranged conferences for 

business teachers every four years in the Nordic countries.  

For more than 30 years he worked for the National Board of Education in Sweden and he was in charge of the 

development of methodology, guidelines and curricula for business education in upper secondary school. He had 

a very large network of business teachers around him both in Sweden and in other countries. 

Bengt Olof's capacity for work, his leadership skills and his interest in different areas was very impressive. We 

miss Bengt Olof as an all-around very talented and social person and a loyal friend. 

Monica Tengling 
President SIEC Sweden 

In Memoriam 

Annelise Apel 

The German Chapter of SIEC-ISBE is mourning the death of its former chairperson 

Annelise Apel. She passed away in early January 2019 at the age of 90 years.  

Annelise Apel became a member of the German Board in 1978. Her widespread network, 

which included highly reputed professionals in the field of business management and 

business education, qualified her to become National President of  the German SIEC-ISBE 

Chapter in 1988. She was the main organizer of the 64th SIEC Conference in Aachen 1992 with the theme 

„Germany and the European Community – A Challenge“ with a considerable number of 227 participants. This 

conference was also the starting point for the former Network Committeee which eventually was joined with the 

Pedagogical Committee to form the current Professional Development Committeee.  Annelise Apel organized a 

couple of „German speaking conferences“ for the Austrian, Swiss and German chapters, which were also 

attended by SIEC friends from Nordic chapters. After the German reunification she offered „Germany Seminars“ 

for SIEC-ISBE members from abroad, teaching them the changes after this internationally historic event. 

Annelise Apel passionately managed challenges in business education, not only as German SIEC chairperson but 

also as an advisor for SIEC-ISBE international, especially when she was a SIEC Vice President in 1991/92. Due to 

her great service for SIEC-ISBE, honorary membership was conferred to her in 2000, when she retired from her 

SIEC positions. Even after that period she very actively participated in SIEC events and shared her long 

experience and embracing competence with us.  

We lose an outstanding representative of vocational education in Germany and a wonderful, charming lady. 

Dr Fritz Peege, Hans Dietrich 
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SIEC-ISBE Newsletter Guidelines 

 

Next Deadline for Submissions:   

 

September 15, 2019 

 

 

 

The SIEC-ISBE Newsletter is published three times a year. Submissions must be made in English. 

 

Appropriate submissions include: 

 Teaching tips 

 Technology tips 

 Lesson plans 

 Classroom activities 

 Descriptions of teacher and/or student exchanges 

 Opportunities for teacher and/or student exchanges 

 News that would appeal to SIEC-ISBE members 

 Teaching/learning resources on the web 

 Transitions—Births, deaths, marriages, job changes, etc. 

 

Requirements for submissions are: 

 Word 2003 or higher software ONLY 

 12-point font, single-spaced 

 Include your name, school affiliation, and a digital picture of the author with the manuscript 

 Photos that describe the activity may be included and should include the full names and countries of 

everyone in the picture, the event where the picture was taken and the name of the photographer 

 

 

 

Submissions for the newsletter can be made to: 
 

Maree Liston, Newsletter Editor 

mareeliston@gmail.com 
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Publication Guidelines for the  

International Journal for Business Education 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The International Journal for Business Education is a refereed journal and a publication of the SIEC organization. 

All manuscripts will receive a double-blind review by three external reviewers. Accepted manuscripts will be pub-

lished in the next issue of IJBE. The deadline for submission is ongoing.  A publication decision will be made with-

in 120 days of manuscript receipt when possible.  Once accepted, manuscripts will be published electronically on the 

website.  A complete publication will be issued in the spring of each year.  All manuscripts must be the original 

work of the author(s) and cannot be under consideration by any other publication during the review process.  Man-

uscripts cannot have been published in any format previously, including conference proceedings where full papers 

are published.  Authors will be notified upon receipt of the manuscript.  At the time of acceptance, the correspond-

ing author must be a member of SIEC-ISBE. 

 

The purpose of IJBE is to provide international business educators with articles concerning current and/or future 

teaching strategies as they relate to business education, research-based articles on business education, and technolo-

gy ideas for business education. The focus can be from any area of business education including technology, commu-

nications, leadership, management, marketing, etc. that will be of interest to international business educators.   

 

Publishing Guidelines: 

1 All manuscripts are to be in English 

2 All manuscripts must follow the APA 6.0 style, including references 

3 Length—2—15 pages, including references which do NOT have to be on a separate page 

4 All manuscripts must use the template found below 

5 Word 2010 or higher software ONLY 

6 All graphics should be encased in a box 

7 Margins should be 1-inch 

8 No header or footer should be included 

9 No page numbers 

10 A title page that includes the manuscript title and author(s) name, name and address of institution, email ad-

dress, and telephone number for primary author must be include 

11 All submissions must be electronic. Submit via e-mail to Tamra Davis at tdavis2@illinoisstate.edu 

12 Primary author must be a member of his/her respective SIEC Chapter 

13 Manuscript cannot be under consideration by another publication at the time of submission to SIEC 

14 Manuscript may not have been published previously 

15 The reviewers may make suggestions for revisions 

16 The editor will work with the author(s) to make the changes 

17 The editor reserves the right to edit all manuscripts accepted for publication 

18 Manuscripts accepted for publication will require a copyright release form 

 

Please use this link for the template for all submissions. 

 

Please email your submission to: 

Tamra Davis, Co-Editor 

International Journal of Business Education 

tdavis2@illinoisstate.edu  

SIEC-ISBE 

mailto:tdavis2@ilstu.edu
http://www.siec-isbe.org/uploads/8/9/6/2/8962951/template_for_papers_submitted_to_ijbe.docx
mailto:tdavis2@illinoisstate.edu
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Permanent Office 

P.O. Box 84 
Pardeeville,  
Wisconsin 

53954 

SIEC-ISBE 

SIEC-ISBE Executive Committee 

International President: 
C-G Ekström, Sweden 
sergeije2@gmail.com 

Nordic Chapters VP to SIEC: 
Taru Toivonen, Finland 
taru.toivonen@bc.fi 

United States VP to 
SIEC: 
Judee Timm, USA 
jtimm@mpc.edu 
 

German-Speaking 
Chapters VP to SIEC: 
Hans Dietrich, Germany 
Bes.1@web.de 

General Secretary: 
Lila Waldman, USA 
waldmanl@uww.edu 

Chair, Professional  
Development  
Committee: 
Gerry Begeman, USA 
glb_bermuda@yahoo.com 

  

 

http://www.siec-isbe.org 

 
The premier 
professional  

international education 
organisation for those 
engaged in business 

mailto:sergeije2@gmail.com
mailto:taru.toivonen@bc.fi
mailto:jtimm@mpc.edu
mailto:Bes.1@web.de
mailto:waldmanl@uww.edu
mailto:glb_bermuda@yahoo.com
http://www.siec-isbe.org/
http://www.siec-isbe.org/
http://www.siec-isbe.org
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