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84th International Conference of SIEC-ISBE

First Meeting of the Assembly of Delegates
Minutes
DoubleTree by Hilton Denver, Denver, Colorado

Monday, July 30, 2012

Welcome and Introductory Comments
International President, Tamra Davis called the first meeting of the Assembly of Delegates to order in Denver, Colorado at 12:00 noon on July 30, 2012.  She stated that the Conference has a strong tradition and, as members, we need to be proud of our history.  
Davis thanked the US Chapter for hosting this Conference and expressed a special thanks to Marty McFarland and her conference committee for all their work in planning and organizing it.  
Maria Evans, Australia, and Joanne Osgood, USA, were approved as Minute Checkers for the Assembly.  

Davis introduced the SIEC-ISBE Executive Committee:  Fritz Peege, Vice President, German-speaking Chapters; Leszek Preisner, Pedagogical Committee Chairperson; Reingard Weilharter, Network Committee Chairperson; and, Judy Olson-Sutton, General Secretary.  John Lightle, Vice President, US Chapter, was present for the previous meetings, but had to leave for commitments at his college; he will return on Wednesday.  Ole Riis-Sloan, Vice President, Nordic Chapters, was not able to attend the conference.  Davis thanked the EC members for their contributions to SIEC this past year.
The National Presidents were introduced.  Those in attendance were:  Maria Evans – Australia; Hermine Sperl – Austria; Lisa Sjoblom – Finland; Petra Bragadottir – Iceland; Leszek Preisner – Poland; Sok Pal Cho – South Korea; Monica Tengling – Sweden; Lee Kantin – USA. 

National presidents who were unable to attend were:  Ole Riis-Sloan, Denmark; Danny Clough, England; Sonja Petersen, Faroe Islands; Sabine Gillitzer, Germany; Trond Lien, Norway; Hans-Peter Schoch, Switzerland.  Representing Presidents not in attendance were Mona Engberg, Denmark, and Fritz Peege, Germany.  Davis thanked all the presidents for their support of SIEC.  

The presidents of Austria and Poland were recognized and presented certificates for experiencing a net increase in their membership for the current year.  Davis stressed the importance of membership and the need to communicate the value of SIEC membership to others.  She encouraged all members to tell others about the value of SIEC membership and to recruit new members.
Davis welcomed and recognized first time attendees to the SIEC conference.  She introduced past leaders of SIEC and special guests:  Past President:  Peg Saragina, US Chapter; Former General Secretaries:  Lee Kantin, US Chapter, and John Lightle, US Chapter; and Special Guest:  Janet Treichel, Executive Director of the National Business Education Association.  
The agenda was approved as presented.

Olson-Sutton, General Secretary, distributed the “vote count” sheet which showed the distribution of votes for the meeting.  She explained the voting procedures and the determination of the number of votes per chapter as delineated in the Constitution.  
The minutes of the 2011 Assembly of Delegates meetings were reviewed by Minute Checkers, Michaela Stock, Austria, and Judee Timm, USA.  The minutes were approved as submitted.
Reports
President’s Report.  Davis highlighted her activities for the past year.  Major activities have included:  working on improving membership benefits; applying for and receiving an ISSN (International Standard Serial Number) for The Journal; focusing on the redesigning of the website and increasing its value for members; working with Editor Kisling in the publishing of The International Journal for Business Education and the newsletters; and attending the Nordic conference and the US meeting at NBEA.  She stressed the importance of members actively being involved in SIEC by submitting articles for publications.  
Permanent Office’s Annual Report.  Olson-Sutton shared comments from her annual report which was distributed to the delegates.  She thanked the Swiss SIEC Chapter, Hans-Peter Schoch, President, and his Committee for organizing the 83rd SIEC International Conference in Basel in July 2011; attendees appreciated all their efforts in providing this professional opportunity.  

Financial Reports – 2011-2012.  Olson-Sutton presented the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Statement (which was included as part of the budget document).   SIEC-ISBE’s Profit and Loss Statement reflected a net loss of $1,789 for 2011-2012.  Regarding income, the actual income (membership fees and course fees) was $6,019 less than budgeted.  Regarding expenses, the actual expenses were $4,230 less than budgeted with all but one account under budget.  The only expense over budget was the Executive Committee travel as the meeting was held in the US in Denver and all seven EC members participated; however, the total of the travel expense accounts was under budget.  

The Audit Report was distributed.  Sue Trautwein and G. Lee Kantin, US Chapter, were the auditors for the year ended 31 May 2012.  Their report stated that:  In our opinion, the Annual Financial Statements represent an accurate and fair view of SIEC-ISBE’s financial position. 
The 2011-12 financial report was approved as presented.  

Proposed Budget 2012-2013.  The proposed budget for 2012-2013 was presented.  The budgeted income reflects an increase in membership.  The budget for 2012-13 was approved as presented.
Pedagogical Committee.  Leszek Preisner, Vice-Chair of the Pedagogical Committee, reported that the Committee followed the same process as last year in developing the pedagogical program.  The Committee initially received 20 proposals; however, 3 individuals withdrew resulting in 17 proposals.  Presenters represented several countries--Austria, Australia, Finland, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden, and USA will be presenting the sessions. 

Network Committee.  Reingard Weilharter, Chair of the Network Committee, invited delegates to participate in the “Walk and Talk” which provides an excellent opportunity to meet colleagues and establish contacts.  Again, this year, a meeting of the first time attendees was hosted by the Committee on Sunday evening. 

Weilharter expressed concern about the lack of participation on the Network Committee at the conferences.  Many of the chapters’ designated committee members have not been attending the conference; in some instances, there have been substitutes.  However, there has not been any consistency in membership attendance, thus resulting in a lack of networking activity throughout the year.  This challenge has been discussed with the EC and the Board; it has been decided to suspend the Constitution regarding committee membership and election of the committee chair.  Committee membership will be redefined and opened to allow members who are interested in and committed to working on networking activities to join the committee.  
Membership and Chapter Development

Olson-Sutton reported on the status of chapter membership.  The current membership of each chapter appeared on the vote count sheet that was distributed.  Two chapters did not submit dues for the year—Belgium and Italy; therefore, these are now considered “inactive” chapters.  Collective membership for 2011-12 declined by 16; individual membership declined by 115.  

There were seven international members for 2011-12, which included members from Hong Kong, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Malaysia, and Saudi Arabia.   

Olson-Sutton contacted individuals in China, Holland, and France regarding chapter development; however, there has been no response from any of the individuals.   She requested attendees to send names of individuals whom they have established contact with in countries that do not have SIEC-ISBE chapters.

Davis stressed the importance of membership.  She challenged all members to recruit and mentor a new member.
Appointments and Elections 

Michaela Stock, Austria, has been selected by the German-speaking Chapters as their Vice President to SIEC.  The Assembly approved the appointment of Stock.
Executive Committee & Board Meetings Feedback
Publications.  Davis reported that five articles were accepted and published in The International Journal for Business Education.  The Journal is a refereed journal; 18 members participated as reviewers this year.  Only one newsletter was published this year due to the lack of submissions; Davis commented that she could not justify the expenditure of funds for newsletters without content.  Articles, chapter information, teaching and learning strategies and tips, classroom ideas,  projects and anything of value to members are all appropriate to submit for the newsletter; in addition, articles in a native language are encouraged (a brief description in English is required).  Davis encouraged all members to submit to the publications.
Website.  Davis reported that an individual volunteered to redesign SIEC’s website.  She stated that all of the previous requests and suggestions received have been incorporated into the new design.  The new site provides excellent opportunities to develop and enhance networking.  

Among the many improvements/benefits are:  materials for publications can be submitted on the website; national chapters have their own page on the site as well as the ability to link directly to their own websites; chapters and committees have control of and responsibility for their respective pages; and, networking opportunities are greatly enhanced through discussion areas.

The redesign was shared with the Board prior to the Conference; additional recommendations and suggestions are being implemented.
Member access (password for 2012-13) for the new website will be:  SIEC2013   
General Secretary Appointment
Davis explained the process for the appointment of the General Secretary.  The Assembly of Delegates approves the appointment of the General Secretary.  Olson-Sutton had completed one term and was eligible for one additional term.  As delineated in SIEC’s Constitution and rules, Olson-Sutton announced her desire for reappointment and her papers were accepted; the position was announced and opened to all members.  No other individuals applied for the position.  The Assembly approved by acclamation the appointment of Judith Olson-Sutton as General Secretary.
Other Business
Davis expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to serve SIEC as its president and for the hospitality she received while attending conferences.  As she will be completing her second term in July, 2013, she encouraged delegates to consider running for International President.  

Hermine Sperl, Austria, thanked Fritz Peege for his contributions to SIEC and for serving as the German-speaking Chapters’ Vice President to SIEC.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Olson-Sutton
Judy Olson-Sutton, Ph.D.
SIEC General Secretary
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