
 

Siena College 
Global Connection (Europe) – BUDV420 (1 credit) 

Spring Semester 2012  

Prof. Deborah L. Kelly  
dkelly@siena.edu 

 

 

Office: Colbeth Hall, #101C    Office Hours:   By appointment 

 782-6866 (voice mail)      

     

Required  

Textbook: Top 10 Paris: Eyewitness Travel Guide  

   

Course 
Description: An academically oriented study of international business in a region outside the United States, this specially 

designed course offers one semester hour credit for an intense 9 day study program in Amsterdam, Brugge and 

Paris.  This travel experience is preceded by orientation lectures and followed by supervised research into one 

aspect of the field study. Students may tour cultural and historical sites, retail outlets, education institutions, 

and/or financial markets. They will examine issues including how marketing approaches vary among countries, 

how culture influences the manner in which business is conducted, and how government and trade regulations 

affect overall economic structure. Travel costs paid by student. Students will be graded on a pass/fail basis.  

Prerequisite: None (ATTR: BUS, GLST) 

 

Learning 

Objectives: To develop an understanding of international management theories, principles and practices.  To continue the 

development of analytical and communication skills required for effective participation within an international 

organizational context.  To continue the development of the ability to read critically and to be able to formulate 

insightful questions and knowledgeable opinions based on thoughtful analysis of information.  To further 

develop your ability to verbally and non-verbally communicate your opinions, recommendations and questions in 

a clear, concise, and tactful manner in a way that enhances group learning.  By the end of the course, students 

will be able to: 

 

1. Understand the impact of globalization and internationalization, and to gain an awareness of the 

worldwide political, legal and technological environment.  

 

2. Understand how the European culture impacts business connections.    

 

3. Become sensitized to cross-cultural differences and similarities, and to experience the dimensions of 

another culture.  

 

4. Observe and experience European culture in order to better understand some of the benefits and costs to 

a society competing in a market economy. 

   

Assignments:  I will provide a detailed assignment (5-page written paper) upon our return from Europe.    

 

 

Grading: This course is offered on a Pass/Fail grading basis only.  In order to attain a final course grade of “Pass” in this 

course, students must earn at least 170 total points.  Points are awarded as follows: 

 

   

1. Written paper (5-pages, due 2/15/11) will be evaluated on the basis of a 100 point maximum. 

 

2. Attendance: Students will earn 10 points for each class that they attend, for a maximum possible total 

points of 30 (2 classes held in the Fall 2011 semester and 1 class to be held in February 2012) 

 

3. Attendance at all lectures/tours in Europe is mandatory.  10 points will be awarded for each lecture/tour 

attended by student, for a maximum of 70 points in this category. 
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Academic 

Integrity: Student-teacher relationships are built on trust.  Any student found violating this trust undermines the educational 

process and is subject to significant disciplinary action.   

 

The concept of academic integrity lies at the very heart of any college. This is particularly true of Siena with its 

strong Franciscan tradition and its dedication to fostering sound moral growth.  In such an environment, 

academic dishonesty cannot be tolerated.  Students who commit such acts expose themselves to punishments as 

severe as dishonorable dismissal from the college.   

 

Academic dishonesty can take different forms, including, but not limited to, cheating (dishonesty in a test 

situation), plagiarism (dishonesty in the presentation of materials in a paper or report), and computer abuse.  In 

any situation in which a student is unsure of what constitutes academic dishonesty, it is the student's 

responsibility to raise the question with his or her instructor.  It is also the student's responsibility to be familiar 

with the student guidelines on academic honesty, "Academic Integrity and the Siena Student."  Alleging 

ignorance of what constitutes academic dishonesty or of the College's policy on the subject will not be 

considered a valid explanation or excuse. 

 

 

Policies: 

1. Late assignments - Assignments will be considered on time if they are submitted when I collect them, 

usually in the first five minutes of class.  Submit your assignment in advance if you anticipate being late for 

class.  Late homework assignments and papers will be accepted at the discretion of the instructor, and if 

accepted, points will be deducted for each day that the paper is late. 

 

2. E-mail – Occasionally I will distribute an assignment for class using your campus e-mail account.  It is your 

responsibility to check your Siena e-mail account regularly. 

 

3.  Quality of written work – All written assignments should be typed, double-spaced and checked for 

spelling and grammar.  Points will be deducted for inaccuracies. 

 

4. School closings – We will continue to follow the syllabus if classes are cancelled.  Bring any assignments 

that were due the day class was cancelled and whatever is due the day we return to class. 

 

Pandemic / Emergency Preparedness: 

 

 

1.  You are instructed to bring all texts and a copy of the syllabus/course schedule home with you in the 

event of a College Closure. The Academic Calendar will be adjusted upon Reopening; so be prepared 

for the possibility of a short mini-semester; rescheduled class / exam period; and /or rescheduling of the 

semester, depending on the length of the Closure. 

 

2. If your situation permits, you should continue with readings and assignments to the best of your ability, 

per the course schedule. 

 

3. You will be given instructions regarding how to deal with paper assignments requiring library or other 

required research by me, as needed. 

 

4. Online office hours will be used by me in order to maintain contact with my students. You will be able 

to “check-in” with questions that you have. If you do not have internet access available, I will also 

provide my home phone number and home address, as needed. Remember, internet, mail delivery, and 

telephone services may also be impacted by a Pandemic or other emergency event. 

 

5. Finally, stay connected with information regarding the status of the College’s status and Reopening 

schedule by monitoring the Siena website, www.siena.edu. 

  

 

 

http://www.siena.edu/


 

 

Tentative Schedule Abroad: 

 
DAY 1 (Jan 2) - Depart the USA 

Group meets at JFK Airport at 6:30pm near Air France international departures counter.  Depart JFK at 9:45pm via Air 

France flight #11 to Paris. Your overnight flight includes meals, drinks, and in-flight entertainment for the journey 

 

DAY 2  (Jan 3)- Arrive in Amsterdam 

Land in Paris at 11:00am.  Depart Paris at 12:45pm via Air France flight #1740.  Arrive in Amsterdam at 2:00pm, and 

met by our Tour Manager for a brief introductory walking tour and transfer to our hotel.  Overnight: Amsterdam 

 

DAY 3 (Jan 4) - Amsterdam City Tour 

This morning, cruise the canals in a glass-top boat and view historic homes, 16th-century merchant houses, and 

charming churches with bell towers. View the harbor, gabled mansions, and the "Skinny Bridge." Enjoy a casual 

walking tour around Amsterdam. Dinner tonight will be in your hotel. Overnight: Amsterdam  

 

DAY 4 (Jan 5) - Brussels - Bruges  

This morning you will depart Amsterdam and travel through Holland's open fields, criss-crossed with canals and 

windmills to reach Belgium. Arriving to the capital city of Brussels, enjoy a panoramic tour that includes the 

Atomium, Palace of Justice, and 17th-century Grand Place with its decorated guild houses. You will have some time 

for lunch on your own and to stroll the city center to view the famous Mannekin Pis fountain. Then you will continue 

to Bruges. Upon arrival in Bruges you will enjoy a casual tour viewing its charming squares and historical buildings. 

The tour takes you first to view the Lake of Love (Minnewater) and the Beguinage convent, and continues for a 

walking tour of the city's medieval districts, where you will view Our Lady's Church, which houses the famous 

Madonna statue by Michelangelo, the Market Square and Belfry, and the Town Hall Square with its Chapel of the 

Holy Blood.  Overnight: Bruges 

 

DAY 5 (Jan 6) - Bruges - Versailles - Paris 

This morning you will depart Bruges for Versailles. Upon arrival you will enjoy a guided tour of the Apartments and 

Gardens. Then you will continue on to Paris for a panoramic tour viewing such sites as the Eiffel Tower, Louvre, Notre 
Dame Cathedral, and Arc de Triomphe.  Overnight: Paris 

DAY 6 (Jan 7) - in Paris (visiting various museums and/or sight-seeing as a group, with some free time on your own) 

Overnight: Paris 
 

DAY 7 (Jan 8) - in Paris (visiting various museums and/or sight-seeing as a group, with some free time on your own) 

Overnight: Paris 

 

DAY 8 (Jan 9) - in Paris (visiting various museums and/or sight-seeing as a group, with some free time on your own) 

Overnight: Paris 

 

DAY 9 (Jan 10) - in Paris (Bateaux Mouche ride/tour and sight-seeing as a group, with some free time on your own) 

Overnight: Paris 

 

DAY 10 (Jan 11) - Depart for the USA 

Today you will transfer to the airport to board our non-stop Air France flight to JFK arriving the same day.  Air France 

flight #6 departs Paris at 1:30pm local time.  Arrive at JFK at 3:35pm (EST) on same day (1/11) 
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SIENA COLLEGE 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS - MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of the School of Business is to offer values oriented, 

intellectually stimulating educational programs that prepare students for 

business careers and continuing intellectual and professional development. 

The School of Business places paramount importance on teaching and 

learning in an atmosphere enriched by business collaboration, professional 

activity, and scholarship. This is accomplished by integrating the College’s 

liberal arts and Franciscan traditions with current business theory, skills, and 

practices.  

 

 

The School of Business provides intellectually challenging educational programs in Accounting, Economics, Finance, Marketing 

and Management. Students are exposed to teaching strategies and modes of evaluation designed to emphasize active learning, 

collaborative activities, and critical and creative intellectual inquiry. 

 

In support of the College’s liberal arts and Franciscan mission, the School of Business strives to empower its students to address 

the challenges of an ever-changing world and a diverse society. Study in the liberal arts serves to inculcate and nurture the 

importance of life-long learning in our students. The Franciscan values imparted to our students provide a moral compass for 

future behavior. 

 

The School of Business requires students to master the fundamental knowledge and perspectives common to all business 

disciplines. Students are expected to develop the ability to define and synthesize, to form independent, well-reasoned judgments, 

and to understand and apply common business research methods and practice.  Students will attain discipline specific knowledge 

through studies in their major field. 

 

Teaching and learning are of paramount importance. The faculty should: 

 

 offer students the opportunity to be known as individuals; 

 use a wide variety of teaching and learning techniques and the diversity of skills necessary for critical and creative 

intellectual inquiry; 

 challenge students to attain their best performance levels; 

 utilize the curriculum to help students identify the ethical dimensions embedded in business decisions; 

 provide opportunities throughout the curriculum for students to enhance written and oral communication skills; 

 immerse students in a learning environment which blends current business theory and practice. 

 

Student learning is enriched by faculty and student interaction with business, non-profit, and government enterprises through 

means such as international and domestic student internships, faculty externships, and business speaker series.  

 

The School of Business is composed of a dedicated faculty of teachers who are accomplished classroom instructors, who provide a 

blend of theoretical and practical aspects of their discipline and who primarily engage in pedagogical and applied business 

activities and profession/community service on a regular basis. 

 
School of Business faculty members believe teaching and scholarly activities are interrelated. Scholarly activity increases faculty 

effectiveness in the classroom by enabling faculty members to incorporate the latest business theories and practices in their  

teaching. In this light, the business faculty conducts research to enhance teaching, improve management practices, and contribute 

to the body of knowledge in various management disciplines. 


